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understanding Chaldee, Syriac and Arabic, yet I think I may get insight enough into the language at least to judge of the soundness of the criticisms of scholars, and to detect the superficial learning of some who only pretend to be scholars. Is it not very difficult to draw a line in these studies 1 There seems no natural limit before the languages above mentioned are mastered. And is it not very tantalising to stop short of them ? I should like to know whether those languages are so formidable as is sometimes said ; in Greek we have a variety of dialects, and works in every diversity of style; can the Semitic tongues all together contain one hundredth part of the difficulty of Greek ? Considering, too (as I suppose is the case with them all), their greater simplicity of structure 1 I wish we began learning Hebrew ten years sooner. Hoping we shall meet well and happily in October,
I remain, my dear Keble, most truly yours.
The following letter, opening with an amusing grievance, shows the writer in an unaccustomed vein :
To HIS SISTER JEMIMA.
Ulcombe: September 5, 1S2G.
I know you will not consider me unmindful of you because I am silent. Three letters I have received from you, and yet you have not heard from me; but now I will try to make amends. You must not suppose that the letters you send to Harriett are in any measure addressed to me or read by me ; if that were the case, I should be still more in your debt than I am. But Harriett is very stingy, and dribbles out her morsels of information from your letters occasionally and graciously, and I have told her I mean to complain to you of it. I, on the contrary, am most liberal to her of my letters. And in her acts of grace she generally tells me what you and Mary, &c. say in her words. Now it is not so much for the matter of letters that I like to read them as for their being written by those I love. It is nothing then to tell me that so and so ' tells no news/ ' says nothing/ <fec.; for if he or she says nothing, still he or she says, and the saying is the thing. Am not I very sensible ? You have received from H. such full information of our, I cannot say movements, but sittings, here, that it will be unnecessary for me to add anything.
I hope to finish Genesis the day after to-morrow (Thurs-        proper .spirit, and to keep steadily in view that I have set my
